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PIERCE IS FREE,

A Verdict Of “Not
Guilty” Returned.

i —

IN SELF DEFENSE.

The Attorneys Did Some
Hard Work.

—_—

PIERCE CRIED I'OR JOY,

e —— -

His Bon's ‘T'rini Met Tor July
i1, Next,

SHACKLEPFORD AS JU DGR,

A Gaood Jury.—An Able Judge
—Interent And Incidents
Uf The Trial.

E the jury find the defend
aut not guilty,

“Ho say vou all gentlemeni”

A digillﬁ"d I]i::i of I“‘l—l\’t!
hieads, and the great Pierce
tuorder trial was ended.

That was the scene that sev-
eral hundred people witnessed
with absorbing interest in the
vircrit court room in Marble
Hill at 4:30 o’clock last Satar-
day afterncon.

When Circunit Clerk  Henry
M. Smith was handed the wver-
dict, as it came through Sheriff
Wells from the foreman, every-
one stood with bated breath
awaiting the result of what has
been perhaps (he most 1nterest-
ing murder trial ever heard in
this county.

The defendant eat with bowed
head, and downeast eyes. He
moved his bands about nervou.
lv. His attorney, Hon. Moses
Whybark, stood beside him,
vigorously chewing the end of
an unlighted cigar, and listening
eagerly for what was to come.

The c¢lerk hesitated a moment,

and then read in a clear tone
the verdict.

Nosooner bad the words es: |
caped higipe and been verbally
than ex-| ..

. iaﬂoml‘f' the jury

-.'

mes, and o
to his feet with tears sireaming
down his cheeks he began shak-
ing hands witu the friends who
crowded abont to congratulate
hiim. His counsel came in for a
good share of the congratulation
und as he continned to chew
the end of his yet unlighted ei-
r, he looked the picture of
appiness, and he had reason
to,.fgr he had won, with the as-
sistance of Autorueys Smith and
Morgan a greal case,
The evidence was all in Fri
day evening and at 7 o'clock
Hatarday morning the argument
began. Many ladies were pre-
sent during the morning,
0 was y.

Gvery Bpeech was a telling blo

2o

jury bad returned to the room.
a mad rush was mede, and in a
few minutes the room was crow-
ed almost to suffozation. Judge
Shackleford called order in the
court room, and then called for
toe verdict.
THE TRIAL.

At the March term of circuit
conrt Judge i'ox continned the
Pierce case lo a special term of
coart to be held June 5, It was
Shackleford -of Buonville was
mrvited to try the caBe. Court
was called Monday afternoon
and the sheriff instructed to find
100 men from which to select a
Jury. All duy Tunesday and
until abvut 4 o’clock Wednes-
day afternoon were consamed in
getting a jury, The following
Jury almost entirely from places
north of here was selected:

& H. Robinson, foreman; W,
N. Nanvey, M. F. Chostner, N,
D. Cook, J. M. Sitzes, A. F,
Dockins, A. L. Whitener, J. H.
Cheek, J. P. Limbangh, David
Brown, C C. Limbaugh and
Jefferson Limbaugh., The at-
torneys and the people general-
ly expressed the opinion that it
waus perhaps, altogether the best
jury that wver sat ina case of
this kind in the county.

Judge Shackleford has 4
great deal of business about
bim when on the bench. The
examination of witnesses, about
G0 altogether was finished Fri-
day afternoon at 4 o’clock. The
lawyers were granied one hour
each for their argument on Sat-
arday morming. The evidence
was taken in short hand, but
the Prrss has been unable 1o
get it 1o shape for pablication.
It is substantially the sanis as
was printed in these colanmus
when the inquest and the pre
'iminary examination was beld
The history of the case is well
known to almost every persop
ip the county, and our space
will not permit a reprint of it,

Jadge Shackleford left Satur-
day afternoon for Glen Allen,
from which place he went to St
Louis, and thence to to hie home
at Boonvillle, Mo.

Mr. Pierce lefu on the south
bound train Sunday for Bcott!
county on business. He is a
member of the Masonie lodge at
Lafiin, and also a member of
the Missionary Baptist ‘church.

And thus the great case
in  which Taylor Pierce
was charged with killing Benry
Killian is closed. The editor
has no dpinio e in

¥ nerling an acre of land
Just north of Cobb &
Lessley’s livery stable on Main
street in Lutesville, There are
six whole lotg in the tract, and
it is very desirable property.
The consideration was $160.
The price paid isextremely low,
aud Mr. Vasterling has reasorn
to congratulate himself on the
bargain. It is at the rate of fif-
ty cents per front foot when it
is certainly worth $2 per foot.

Fiiteen Dollmrs Per Lot.
Judge N. M. Zimml:“oman sold
three lots lying just west of the
Presbyterian charch o Treas-
urer Albert Perkins last Mon-
day. The consideration was $15
for each lot. They are 1n a de-
g:‘b: location .for residence
t are at present ina ver

faror of s side of b case.
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THE SOCIAL CIRCLE.

§ Misses Vallie Revelle favored

1 David Graves of St. Louls at.

Secial Happenings of The
Twin Cities.
Parties, Drives And The Va-
rions Amusements,

Miss Vallie Rﬂve“lﬂ& one of
Lutesville’s most vopular society
manmiﬁﬂgm
small party at hls:h
noe ¥. Bodie choice voeal
and inStrumental music was
rendered. The perty was in
lonor of Misses Blanche
O'Brien, and Flora Porter.
Those resent  were Misses
Blanche ©O’Brien, Flora Porter,
Busie Graves and Vallie Revelle,
and Messrs. I. T. Kinder. Ed-
ward Dram, David Conrad and
Tom Bowman,

On Wednesday evening of
last week a jolly party of young:
sters were royally entertained
at the residence of Mrs.- Welf.
The roung people spent a very
pleasant evening in various
games and amusements, and
departed with a feeling of an
eveding well spent.

Perhaps the most select affair
of the wee: was a checker and
domino party atthe residence
of John W. Revelle in Lutes
ville on Wednesday evening.
It was a party for the married
people, and Mrs. Revelle’s repn
tation as a hostess was grace-
folly snstained. The evening
was a pleasant one.

The vocal club met at Rev.
McClintock’s Batarday evening
was well attended, and a very
pleasant evening was spent.
Muoch social and vocal calture is
resulting from these parties,

Frank Wilson left Sunday
for Cape Girardeau to attend
the closing exercises of St. Vin-
cent’s youhg ladies’ academy:
his sister Miss Annie 18 a pupil.
He will also visit friends at
Jackson and Oak Ridge.

her guest, Miss Blanche O’Brien
of Whitewater with a drive and
a few pleasant hours at the pie-
nic at Burfordsville Jast Satur-
day. o

Miss May Kinder returned
from Farmington on Wednes

in Elmwood. .

b sl

€ university.

tend the wedding of his sister,
Miss Elizabeth yesterday.

Mr. Hnnmi ofﬂ_.Mdhtg;}mery
county was vigiting tle famil
of D. {V Graves this léveek‘ A

Miss Dora Axe retarned Tues-
day from a yisit to Mrs J. A.
Slagle at Zaltha.

Miss Alice Dominico retarned
from 8t. Louis on Wednesday
of last week. ;

J.W. Drum dttétided the Flite
ball at the Cape Friday night.

8. J. McMiun of Zslma, was in
town Tuesday. vieiting friends.

They Are Happy.

John Castator of . Lutesville
and Mrs. Hannah Wood were
married at the lattar's home on
Cane creek, t>n miled south
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BURNT BY POTASM,

L. B. James Has Some FEx-
perience With a Drug,

Last Friday L. B. James had
his hands and elothing badly
burned by chlorate of potash,
He had bought the drug, which
is prepared in small tabiets for

the purpose of makiug a wash
' MEIDQ'F e for

month.

Oor
About one half it had been nsed
'ior,‘?il Irpos

e, and the rest,
wrapped inh 8 paperhe patin s
vest . It cante in contact
with the snlphur on some
matches and ignited.

His ves* was badly burned.
When he discovered the fire he
immediately ran his hand into
his pocket, and being barned
withdrew 1t and clasped his
other hand.  The effect was im
mediately transmitted, and as a
resuit both bands were very
badly burned. '

A five cent piate in hig pocket
was almost melted, sho sing the
extreme heat that it was sub-
jected to, He wasa witness in
the Pierce case, but was excus-
ed by Judge Shackleford, be
cause suffering great pain, and
went Friday evening to his
home at Zalma.

Patent List,

The following patents were grant-
ed to Missouri people last waek.

R. Bryant, Adrian, adjustable
desk; W. H. Daniels, St. Louis, car
axel lubricator; C. Deyberle, Iron
Mountain, steam hammer; J, W,
Frey, Webb City, game apparatus;
F.A. Goodridge, St. Louis, thread
cabinet; E. M. Gurnee, Westport,
car platform holder; T, J. Hatha-
way, Montovallo, =eed planter;R.
W. Johnson, Sikeston, fence post;
A. Kvocker and J. L. Rinker, Auro-
ra, adjustable automatic can swing;
W. A. Ross, Maryville, derrick, C.
R. Schilling, St. Lounis, wrapping
machine. b

A BAND PIONIC.

Burfordvile Blowers Do Them-
selyes Prond.
Special to the Press. J
BurrorpvILLE, June 12—The
Burfordville cornet band scored
a grand success in their picnic
here Saturday. The band has
been organized buta short time.
yet it plays well, and the peo:
ple heartily endorsed it Sator-
day in the picnic it gave. A
very large crowd attended, and
the day was an enjoyable one.
Every amusement was afforded.
At night there was a grand
band . ball where

1in all, the ‘eveut of the:
| senson. Botse of the boye ware
a little nolsy but all went peace:

THE OLD SETTLERS.

They Shonld IHave an Asso
ciation.

Thomas Rigdon of Glen Allen
while talking to the editor a fow
days ago made the suggstion
that this conuty onght to have
an old settler's association. The
editor heartly endorses the sug
gestion and urges it upon the
people of the county.

« An association counld be form.
ed makRing eligibility to mem-
bership dependent upon forty
years residence within the pre
sent bounds of the county. Or
any limit suitable could be ar-
ranged. Asa matter of fact no
financial results could be ex-
pected, but a t deal of social
pleasure could be derived. An
aonual gatbering of the old

ot Bou i et many Bt

lifels hﬂﬂue ould Mg

planaute !
3. It was all in}

| When the wrain pulléd foco j.lg

DECAPITATED HINM,
Brag=MAN Ellia NCoCK INSTANTLY

AT THREE O’CLOCK A. M.

Aorribly Maugled. His Head
In The Guard Rail,
The Inguent.

Special to e Prads K -
% ALLEN, Junk 8= Xillag'
while dotng bis duty as a
frieght brakeman. That was
how W. H. Hancock died ag
Glen Allen at three ¢'clock last

Thursday wmorning:

“Only a brakemar the editor writes,

Only a brakeman in the dead hour of nighy

He was doing his duty, the train passing
through : ;

Down 1o his death the poor brakeman fell

through.

No more his brother train-
wen will share his humor and
hardships, for he is cold and
still in death, a shapeless mass
of flesh and booes where once
he was a stiong man, proud in
his physical manhood.

As freight train No. 79, com-
ing soanth, conductor Beard,
engineer Walters, was nearing
Glen Allen last Thursday morn-
ing about 3 o'clock brakeman

. H. Hancock fell between
two cars and was instantly kill-
ed. His head was completely
severed from his bhody, the left
legand arm broken in several
places and the heel of therigh
foot cut off. de was about 32
vears of age, almost six feet tall
and a fine man physically; and;
his brother traininen say, every
other way. His home was*ag
DeSoto, although he recentlv
came from Anderson, Ind. de
was an unmarried man, and
carried an insurance policy of
$700 in the Michigan Accident
company, paid np, and made in
favor of lns brother.

HOW IT WAS DONE.

Hancock was head brakeman
and was sitting with ihe firemard
on kis seat in the engine cab.
After passing through the ton-
nel and as the train was ap-
proaching the steep down grade
the fireman awoke him and told
him they were throagh the tun-
nel. Hancock took his lantern
and went back overthe tank for
the purpose of setting brakes to
hold the train down the grada‘i_

o/

He climbed the first car _a_al

disa ed, the an
R ey

.Ih'ou&ﬂl that he was not on the

(rain. Search was at once com-
menced up the track. At the
bridge about half & mile abov

the town his mang'ed remain

were found. It 18 supposed he
fell between the cars, and about

twenty cars passed over him,

He struck the ground near
the point of the gunard rails in
the bridge and was d
about twenty feet,to where they
approach close to the main rail,
In this space his head was
caught and completely, torn
from the body, The body' wae
then carried about thirty feet
further, where it was ped;_
about half way th the
bridge.

THE INQUEST.
The remains wore. guth
and carried o the
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